
 1 

The Middle East continues to be one of the primary con-

cerns on the agenda of PAM. The ongoing developments, 

including the latest dramatic events, underline the impor-

tance of PAMôs role as a regional inter-parliamentary insti-

tution, which feels particularly committed to finding, 

through the active participation of its member states, a fi-

nal and lasting solution. 

A case in point was the Meeting in Support of Israeli-

Palestinian Peace held in Malta on 12-13 February 2010. 

ñUnbound by the constraints of intergovernmental diplomacy, 

the Meeting, has managed to produce a number of fresh ideasò. 

This was how the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterra-

nean (PAM) and the United Nations, co-organisers of the inter-

national event, have described the outcome of the two day de-

bate. 

The purpose of the Meeting was to provide a forum for the 

exchange of views on the current state of the peace process and 

encourage a constructive dialogue among the stakeholders on 

how to create a political climate conducive to the resumption of 

the peace negotiations on permanent status issues. Modalities 

for bridging gaps and building trust between the parties; inter-

national approaches to promoting a comprehensive, just and 

lasting solution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; and the role 

of parliamentarians and inter-parliamentary organizations in 

supporting Israeli-Palestinian peace and stability in the region, 
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were also looked into. 

The meeting was attended by a number of Member delega-

tions of PAM, parliamentarians from other national and re-

gional assemblies, government officials, experts including 

Israeli and Palestinians, UN Member States and Observers, 

intergovernmental and civil society organisations. In all there 

were 35 countries, 13 Inter-Governmental Organisations, 14 

Civil Society Organisations and Academic Institutions, total-

ling to around 200 participants. 

Among others, the opening session was addressed by Hon. 

Louis Galea, Speaker of the House of Representatives of 

Malta, Hon. Dr. Borg, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 

Affairs Minister of Malta, Hon. Rudy Salles (France), PAM 

President, Hon. Ahmed Fathi Sorour, President of the Egyp-

tian Peopleôs Assembly and H.E. Cemil Cicek, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of State of Turkey. A special message to 

the meeting by the United Nations Secretary-General H.E. 

Ban Ki-moon, was read by Mr Oscar Fernandez-Taranco, As-

sistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, as Representa-

tive of the United Nations Secretary-General. 

 

The contributions focused on the permanent status issues, 

namely the borders, Jerusalem, settlements, refugees and wa-

ter. Many speakers highlighted the importance of security for 

both Israelis and Palestinians, as an additional 

permanent status issue to be addressed. 

Mr. Saôeb Erakat ï Representative of President Abbas and Head of the Nego-

tiations Affairs Department, Palestine Liberation Organization  
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ñPeace is not an optionò  

 PAM President Rudy Salles  
 

In his address to the Meeting in Support of Israeli-Palestinian Peace,  Hon. Salles gave a 

general overview of PAMôs initiatives related to the Middle East, among which the 

hi-level Bureau mission in the region held in May 2009. The PAM President also 

underlined the importance of the work carried out by the Ad Hoc Committee on the 

Middle East, chaired by Hon. George Vella (Malta) and added that the outcome of 

the debates within the Committee was followed up in other international fora and in 

discussions with the United Nations and the U.S. Administration. 

Referring to the specific topic of the meeting, Hon. Salles said that his message to 

the Israeli and Palestinian leaders is that peace is not an option, but a must. Parlia-

mentary diplomacy will do its utmost so that all parties remain committed to the 

peace process, which is crucial not only to the region concerned, but for the entire 

world. PAM, he said, will continue to offer its good offices to whoever comes for-

ward, like in the case of this meeting, following the request by the UN Secretary-

General. óWe are determined to make good use of our Observer Status at the Gen-

eral Assembly of the United Nations, so that we can follow closer the developments 

in the negotiations, and we will not hesitate to undertake all the necessary parliamentary initiatives to support the 

process, which we sincerely hope will lead to a long lasting peace.  

 1. 

2. 

3. 

1. H.E. Douglas Kmiec, American Ambassador 

to Malta addressing the conference. 

2. Mr. Yossi Beilin - President, Beilink 

(Business Foreign Affairs), Former Member 

of the Knesset  

3. H.E. Mr. Riyad Mansour - Permanent Ob-

server of Palestine to the United Nations (New 

York) 

Note: The Meeting Conclusions of the Organisers and a summary of the proceedings compiled by the United Nations De-
partment of Public Information are available through the following link: 
http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/PAM%20UN%201_2_3_4_E%20%2014022010.pdf 


